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Church Women United of Southern California/Southern Nevada 

..."The God of Heaven Will Give Us Success" ……. 
Nehemiah 2:20 

                         September/October 

State website: http://www.cwuscasnv.org           Volume 76 Issue 4 

The President Speaks 
 

 The last quarter of 2015.  What a year!!  Our Ecumenical Development 

Chair is excited about new growth, new units, breaking new ground, and 

massaging what we have maintained for maximum benefit.  Jonae Watts is 

perfect because of her passionate love for the people of God and her 

extensive background in human resources.  We look forward to her report at 

the Executive Board meeting in September.  After discussion and agreement on our plan of 

action, we encourage all to catch the spirit and become a part of the Ecumenical 

Development Team.   

 We go into our last two gatherings for the year with excited anticipation.  Our Spiritual 

Life Retreat in San Diego will speak to our inner peace.  Gail Remis and team are working 

hard to make this a Spiritual Life Retreat to remember.  We will break into small group 

discussion to “hear” what our sisters say about life skills. We will be enlightened on the 

statistics of homeless women and children, where whole families are displaced.  

 At our Annual Meeting in November, Gean Halliday will chair a workshop highlighting 
and gathering the history of CWU Southern California – Southern Nevada.  We encourage 

all who have history and historical records regarding CWU So California So Nevada to 
bring what you have to our Annual Meeting in November.  It is our goal to have an accurate 
history as we stand and work together for the 2018 Regional Assembly.  Look in your 

garages, old albums, etc., glean whatever information you have available and bring to the 
Annual meeting, November 14.   

 

We are also excited about breaking ground with new units. 
 

What a path we have blazed for Southern California Southern Nevada: 

We host the Regional in 2018.  We have hosted the Regional several times with 
excellence as our hallmark.  It is our goal to have added 5 units per year leading up 
to Regional.   We are working on the first 5 and will introduce them at our Annual 

Meeting in November.  Our Ecumenical Development Chair, Jonae Watts is new to 
the job but not new to the work.  We are excited about her coming aboard! 

We house within our Southern California Southern Nevada state unit the youngest unit 
in the nation and with the addition of the new units we will set the bar regarding 

growth nationally for Church Women United……we become the face of the future! 
We also have within our Southern California Southern Nevada state unit a past National 

President, Margurite Carter! 
 

We are Church Women United – “Agreed to Differ, Resolved to Love, United to Serve” 

Shalom~  

Rev. Joyce L. Randall 
President of CWU So. California/So. Nevada S
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Human Trafficking 
 

 I recently vacationed in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico and was wearing my t-shirt that stated: 

 ‘PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE BOUGHT OR SOLD.  STOP THE TRAFFIC”  

I was asked about it, and after explaining it was about human trafficking the man shrugged his shoulders and said 

“It is a business.” I have never been so dumbfounded in my life.  I said “No, it is a crime against God not a 

business!”  How many people in the world have that nonchalant attitude? He said “I have seen parents with a 

number of their kids out in the street selling them. That is the world”.   

 I was glad to see the airlines bringing human trafficking to the general public awareness.  Here is an article on 

it.  

7 signs of human trafficking at airports 

 It's vacation season for much of the world, with travelers flocking to airports to jet off for some hard-earned 

R&R. But it’s not just holidaymakers who fly on planes. Airports are also hubs for human trafficking – where 

adults or children are transported into forced labor or commercial sexual exploitation.  

 Almost every country in the world is affected by trafficking, and traffickers often use air travel to move their 

victims. Sometimes, victims are flown into another country on the promise of a legitimate job, other times 

traffickers move their victims within a country, to keep them powerless or to avoid detection. 

 But you can help. By being aware of the telltale signs that someone is being trafficked, you may be able to 

keep them from a life of modern slavery.  We asked four organizations involved in anti-trafficking initiatives to 

share some of the signs that could indicate that a passenger is being trafficked through an airport. 

What you should do 

It's important to remember that even if you spot a number of these signs, it doesn't necessarily mean someone is 

being trafficked. But if you do suspect someone is being trafficked, do not confront suspected traffickers or 

attempt to rescue suspected victims -- instead, call emergency services or alert the airport authorities. 

Warning signs: 

1 -- A traveler is not dressed appropriately for their route of travel.  

 You might notice right away that a traveler has few or no personal items. Victims may be less well dressed 

than their companions. They may be wearing clothes that are the wrong size, or are not appropriate for the 

weather on their route of travel.  

2 -- They have a tattoo with a bar code, the word "Daddy."  

 Many people have tattoos, so a tattoo in itself is obviously not an indicator, but traffickers or pimps feel they 

own their victims and a barcode tattoo, or a tattoo with "Daddy" or even a man's name could be a red flag that the 

person is a victim.  

3 -- They can't provide details of their departure location, destination, or flight information. 

 Traffickers employ a number of tools to avoid raising suspicion about their crime and to keep victims 

enslaved. Some traffickers won't tell their victims where they are located, being taken, or even what job they will 

have. Because victims don't have the means to get home or pay for things like food, they must rely on traffickers 

in order to get by, forcing them to stay in their situation. 

4 -- Their communication seems scripted, or there are inconsistencies with their story 

 Sometimes traffickers will coach their victims to say certain things in public to avoid suspicion. A traveler 

whose story seems inconsistent or too scripted might be trying to hide the real reason for their travel and merely 

reciting what a trafficker has told them to say.  
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5 - They can't move freely in an airport or on a plane, or they are being controlled, closely watched or followed. 

 People being trafficked into slavery are sometimes guarded in transit. A trafficker will try to ensure that the 

victim does not escape, or reach out to authorities for help. 

6 - They are afraid to discuss themselves around others, deferring any attempts at conversation to someone who 

appears to be controlling them. 

 Fear and intimidation are two of the tools that traffickers use to control people in slavery. Traffickers often 

prevent victims from interacting with the public because the victim might say something that raises suspicions 

about their safety and freedom.  

7 - Child trafficking 

 A child being trafficked for sexual exploitation may be dressed in a sexualized manner, or seem to be under 

the influence of drugs or alcohol. A child may appear to be malnourished and/or shows signs of physical or 

sexual abuse, such as bruises, scars, or cigarette burns. 

 This list was compiled with help from the following organizations: Airline Ambassadors International: Offers 

a human trafficking awareness program to educate airport staff about the problem. Polaris: Works to combat and 

prevent modern-day slavery and human trafficking. Free the Slaves: Campaigns against modern slavery around 

the world. International Justice Mission: Works to protect the poor from violence in the developing world 

 We must all do our part to protect those affected by human trafficking. To continue to bring this evil to 

people’s attention, to advocate for them and to pray, pray, pray that step by step it is removed from the face of the 

earth.   

 Luke 17:2 (ESV) It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast 

into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin 

 It is so important that we look outward, as if through Jesus eyes. We must have  courage in attacking the 

wrongs of this world.  Our theme for the Spiritual Retreat :“Is for such a time as this”. 

 Esther 4:14New International Version (NIV) 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance 

for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that 

you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 

   I believe we have one that is our main purpose here.  But our lives are filled with many little ones as well.  

With the holy spirit in us, we must be the source that goes into the world and sends our positive/good energy to 

join with others energy to create change.  Some of us may even initiate the change.   

 

 Be Kind – Tabitha is an example of a woman who was “abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which 

she continually did” (Acts 9:36). Kindness involves showing love and doing good toward others. When Paul 

discussed the care of certain widows, he described the character of one who would be worthy of help: “Having a 

reputation for good works… if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints feet, if she has 

assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work” (1 Timothy 5:10). Humility is 

involved in this because in order to show kindness, a woman must “regard [others] as more important” than 

herself, and not “look out for [her] own personal interest, but also for the interests of 

others” (Philippians 2:3-4). The older women must teach the young women to show kindness 

and do good to others.  
 

    Live your life well….doing his will. 

Gail Remis, Spiritual Life Chairperson 

Please email me your thoughts Gail@phoenixfinancial.biz 
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FROM THE ICSF PRESIDENT’S DESK 

 

 The International Christian Scholarship Foundation is also known as ICSF. This has been 

another special year as we celebrated the 60th Anniversary of Sponsoring Students for Service 

Around the World.  We recognized that 174 Board members have served over these 60 years to 

continue the amazing legacy of Elsie Farris, founder.  

 ICSF began in 1955, as an ecumenical organization of women made up of 18 volunteer Board 

members. When Elsie was establishing the International Christian Scholarship Foundation as a 

project of Church Women United, she was able to draw many women from different 

denominations to give of their time and treasures for scholarships for students in different parts of 

the world.  

 President of the Southern California/Southern Nevada Church Women United State Unit is an 

ex-officio member of the ICSF Board. The Board members serve a 3 year term and may serve 2 

terms.  We are in need for some new members to fill the Board as some members have completed 

their 2 terms.  

 The inspiring history of ICSF was included in the 60th Anniversary luncheon program book. If 

you are not aware of our history, we would be happy to share it with you.  Just ask any member.  I 

wish to thank Rosemary Gonzales, luncheon chair, Susan Hume for the program book and all the 

Board members for a successful event. 

 The ICSF motto “Sponsoring Students for Service Around the World” is heeded by Board 

Members and many others who do what they can to make Elsie Farris’ dream of serving the 

people of God in Jesus Christ a continuing reality. We have sponsored students in 82 Nations 

since we began. Currently we are sponsoring 33 Partner Schools, 261 students in 16 countries.  

We thank God for all these blessings. 
 

Marie Durflinger 

President of the International Christian Scholarship Foundation  

 

The purpose of this newsletter is to establish communication within CWU in S. California/S. Nevada.   
To subscribe to State News, (6 Issues/year), mail a check for $10.00 along with your name and address to:  
 

     Marie Durflinger, Treasurer                                        To subscribe for a Free copy by Email:    

 11237 Pantheon Street                                                  Send a request to Carolyn Irby at:  
 Norwalk, CA  90650                    carolyni@hhirby.com   
     Make your check payable to: Church Women United 
      

Editor & paper circulation: Karil Drake, 1329 Western Ave, Glendale, CA 91201   
         KarilDrake@yahoo.com  (818) 243-9573 
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Church Women United of 
Southern California/Southern Nevada 

History of CWU 
 

Name: ___________________________ 
CWU unit: _______________________ 

Dear Ladies,                       August, 2015 
 
We encourage all who have history and historical records regarding CWU Southern 
California/Southern Nevada to bring what you have to our Annual Meeting in 
November.  
 
Then for those special memories please write about them below (include more pages if 
needed) and include: President at that time, approximate date and who you remembered 

was involved. Then mail this to Gean Halliday to include in our history. 
131 Canyon Oak Circle, Pomona, CA 91767 
Or email to: Karil Drake at KarilDrake@yahoo.com 

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 

Rev. Joyce Randall 
President of Church Women United of Southern California/Southern Nevada 
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Everyone in Church Women United and Friends are invited to:Everyone in Church Women United and Friends are invited to:Everyone in Church Women United and Friends are invited to:Everyone in Church Women United and Friends are invited to:    

Spiritual Life Retreat Spiritual Life Retreat Spiritual Life Retreat Spiritual Life Retreat     
Leaders Development for Local Unit OfficersLeaders Development for Local Unit OfficersLeaders Development for Local Unit OfficersLeaders Development for Local Unit Officers    

State Officers InstallationState Officers InstallationState Officers InstallationState Officers Installation    
All local units should come!All local units should come!All local units should come!All local units should come!    

        

Key Note Speaker: Reverend Mildred Butler  
Special Guest: Jonae Watts 

“For Such a Time as This” ... 
and how God’s purpose for our lives relates to this passage in the 
choices we make in our daily walk and the total sum of  our lives.  

 
14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from an-
other place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal position for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 New International Version (NIV) 

 

Saturday, September 26th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Christ Lutheran 4761 Cass Street San Diego, CA 92109 
Parking is behind the church and on the side of the church. 

Spiritual Life Retreat Registration Form 

$15 registration and lunch - $20 after September 10, 2015 
 

Name ______________________________________________ Phone (______) ________________________ 
 
Church Affiliation ____________________________________ Position _____________________________ 
 
Local Unit Affiliation ____________________________________________ Are you a Key Woman? _____ 
 
Names of People Attending_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________Amount Enclosed _____ 
 

Mail check to:  Marie Durflinger, Treasurer     11237 Pantheon Street     Norwalk, CA 90650 
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CWU of So. California/So. Nevada’s 
Annual Meeting 

November 14,  2015 
9:30am to 3:00pm 

 

First AME Church Los Angeles  

2270 S. Harvard, Los Angeles 90018  
 

Our new officers will be installed. 

All Church Women are invited to attend!  

All local units should come! 
Lunch is included. 

 

Directions: (just West of downtown Los Angeles off of Interstate 10) 
North: 5 South to 10 West        East: 10 West     South: 5 North—10 West 
Take Normandie Ave. exit  
South on Normandie Avenue for .3 miles 

Right on W. 25th Street for .4 miles 
Turns into S. Harvard Boulevard 
Destination is on your right 

Annual Meeting Registration Form includes lunch 

$15 before Nov. 7th          $20 after Nov. 7th  
 

Name ______________________________________________ Phone (______) __________________________  
 
Local Unit Affiliation ____________________________________ Position _____________________________ 
 
Church/Denomination____________________________________________ Are you a Key Woman? ________ 
 
Names of People Attending_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to:    Church Women United                         Amount Enclosed ___________ 
 

Mail check to:  Marie Durflinger, Treasurer         11237 Pantheon Street             Norwalk, CA 90650 



State News 
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Mark your Calendars 
2015 CWU Southern California/Southern Nevada Calendar 

Unless otherwise stated all meetings start gathering at 9:00 am and finish at 2:30 pm. 
Board meetings—bring your own lunch. 

Date What Where 

Sept. 26 Spiritual Life Retreat  and Officer Election Christ Lutheran 4761 Cass Street  
San Diego 

Nov.  6 or 7  World Community Day  Local Unit Sponsored 

November 14 Annual Meeting  First AME Church Los Angeles 
2270 S. Harvard, LA 90018 

 

Picture from 2015 State Assembly (left to right): State President, Rev. Joyce Randall, Gail Remis, Past State President, 
Marie Durflinger, Past  State President, Rev. Virginia Greeley, Nodie Goodson, Past National President, Margurite Carter 


